The influence of high level feeding on the duration of parturition and the incidence of dystocia in dairy cows.
Dairy cows on high and controlled feed levels were observed to determine the duration of the parturition process and the incidence of dystocia. Maternal and foetal mass ratio at calving were recorded. The duration of parturition in cows on high level feeding was significantly prolonged to 5.2 +/- 2.8 hours as compared to 1.34 +/- 0.89 hours in cows on controlled feeding. The incidence of dystocia was significantly higher in over-fed cows. While maternal mass on high level feeding increased by 27.3%, foetal mass increased by only 5.4%.